A    L OND ON    YEAR

The London Season revolves round the Royal
Courts. Although this period is supposed to begin
with the Academy it does not become convincing
until the King and Queen hold their first State
function. But what is the Season, and how did it
begin ? Few people, I imagine, could answer this
question, and there is nothing to help them in the
reference libraries.

It began, of course, with women. In the reign
of Charles I a number of wives became bored
with country life. They persuaded their husbands
to take coach to London. They put on their
best clothes and walked in Hyde Park, making,
one imagines, uncompromising remarks about one
another. That was a splendid and prophetic start
to the London season ; but it failed ! In Stuart
days there was no West End of London. The
English gentleman, incredible as it may seem, had
not been invented. (He was a creation of the wars
and snobbery of the following century.) In Charles's
time the gates of the City of London were shut
each night, and at the western end of the Strand
was the village of Charing, beyond which were fields
and ditches rising to Piccadilly and the site of the
May fair-ground.

When Charles and liis fatherly Government heard
that women were wandering about Hyde Park
wasting their time and money, orders were given
that they were to return at once to their country
houses. Those who lingered were fined by the Star
Chamber and packed off home.

The Court of France persuaded its nobles to
take part in the life of the capital by encouraging
them to live for a while each year in Versailles or
Paris. That system ended in the Revolution. The
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